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Apart from the post-office parcel post machines, which are dealt with
separately (see page 39), there have been to date eight basic designs used
for the franks of the meter stamps in Great Britain. Each is shown in the
catalogue listing and they can be summarised as follows :

(A) Geometrical design of arcs and lines, with value figures in
each corner, without Royal Cipher. (1922)

(B) sStamp-like design, with Royal Cipher "GvR" in centre or below
value. (King George 5th, 1927)

(C) As last but with Royal Cipher "EviiiR". (King Edward 8th, 1936)
(D) As last but with Royal Cipher "GviR". (King George 6th, 1937)
(E) As last but with Royal Cipher "EiiR" (Queen Elizabeth 2nd, 1953)

(F) Design with floral emblems of England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales
at sides, large crown at top but no Royal Cipher. (1959)

(G) Design with large Crown at top right, "GREAT BRITAIN" at top left
and series of horizontal lines below. (1967)

(H) Square frame design lettered "GREAL' BRITAIN' upwards at the left
and "POSTAGE PAID" downwards at the right, Crown at top. (1968)

We formerly distinguished between designs where the Cipher was above
or below the value and designated these Aa, Ab, etc., this seems unnecessary
now. Within any one basic design the dies of different makes differ quite
distinctly in detail but these are readily distinguished by the key-letters
so the differences are not further mentioned. There are also some minor
differences between the dies of a particular make but such minor differences
are disregarded in this "simplified" catalogue.

All these designs include - unlike adhesive stamps - the name of the
country as "GREAT BRITAIN". This was true even of the meter stamps used in
such places as Jersey and Guernsey which now have their own postal services,
in the Isle of Man which is shortly to have one and in Northern Ireland,
which are not geographically part of Great Britain although they either form
or did form part of the British postal system. The Irish Republic (Eire) of
course uses wholly different designs, which are dealt with separately, as
are Guernsey and Jersey.





